
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Chicago’s Ho Etsu Taiko Celebrates 20th Anniversary with Concert Series 
 
Chicago, IL, Oct. 24, 2017 – Ho Etsu Taiko, one of the Midwest’s premiere 
Japanese drumming ensembles, is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year with 
a series of diverse concerts.  
 
The performances include an invite-only show at a secret location, a 
collaboration with other musicians at one of Chicago’s most iconic music venues 
and a closing night for a museum exhibit. 
 
“The diversity of our fall concert series reflects our 20-year journey of introducing 
taiko to new audiences, partnering with other musicians and pushing the 
envelope of what taiko can be, all while staying grounded in the rich tradition of 
Japanese ensemble playing,” said Jason Matsumoto, director of Ho Etsu Taiko. 
“We hope to attract audiences that include not only our fans but also others who 
may have never heard of taiko or seen Japanese drumming before.” 
 
Fall Concert Series 
SoFar Presents Ho Etsu Taiko 
Thursday, Oct. 26, 8-10:30 p.m. 
SoFar is an invite-only music series at secret locations throughout 
Chicago. We can’t guarantee tickets but you can always try your luck here (click 
on "Attend October 26th West Loop" series). Read more. 
  
Ho Etsu + On Ensemble at The Hideout 
Sunday, Nov. 5, 6-7:30 p.m. 
The Hideout, 1354 W. Wabansia, Chicago IL 60642 
Tickets: $15, purchase online or at the box office - (773) 227 4433 
In 2015, we partnered on a performance with Los Angeles-based On Ensemble. 
We are excited to announce the return of this collaboration, presenting new 
works and celebrating the success of our joint CD, “ROTATIONS." Our two 
ensembles, each with different approaches and influences, will showcase the 
flexibility and evolution of taiko music. 

https://hoetsu.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12ba410b76&id=c586d7e4d5&e=1cbe541bd7
https://hoetsu.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12ba410b76&id=fbeb0105a7&e=1cbe541bd7
https://hoetsu.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12ba410b76&id=24adf21d53&e=1cbe541bd7
https://hoetsu.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12ba410b76&id=687e48b6d4&e=1cbe541bd7
http://www.hideoutchicago.com/event/1575080-ho-etsu-taiko-on-ensemble-chicago/
https://hoetsu.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12ba410b76&id=af9f1dbdf0&e=1cbe541bd7


  
Alphawood Gallery: “Then They Came For Me” Closing Night 
Sunday, Nov. 19, Time TBD 
Alphawood Gallery, 2401 N. Halsted St., Chicago, IL 60614 
We're honored to have been asked to perform for the closing of “Then They 
Came for Me." Through this performance, we will return to our foundation, 
commemorating the influence of the Japanese-American experience on our 
music and our origins and taiko in America by helping to close out Alphawood 
Gallery’s exhibit on the Japanese-American WWII incarceration. Read more. 
 
About Ho Etsu Taiko 
Founded in 1997 at the Midwest Buddhist Temple in Chicago by Lynne and Jerry 
Matsumoto, Ho Etsu Taiko is now under the direction of their son, Jason 
Matsumoto. It has grown from a youth group into an adult performing ensemble, 
learning traditional drumming styles with an emphasis on self-expression and 
creativity. Always looking to explore new sounds, Ho Etsu has collaborated with 
musicians from around the world, including the Chicago Harp Quartet, the 
Mozawa arts collaborative, Irish folk musician Paddy Homan, 
internationally acclaimed Japanese folk artists Akira and Raiya Katogi and 
award-winning On Ensemble. 
  
Ho Etsu blends the deep-rooted culture of Japanese-American taiko with 
influences that inspire and celebrate the diversity of our performing members. 
Our mission is to spread joy through each and every drumbeat by creating music 
that is true to who we are. Read more. 
 

### 
 
Contact: 
Kelsey Volkmann 
Ho Etsu Taiko 
314-440-2332 
Kelsey.Volkmann@gmail.com   

https://hoetsu.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12ba410b76&id=874b3ff3bc&e=1cbe541bd7
https://hoetsu.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12ba410b76&id=6b33db9c76&e=1cbe541bd7
https://hoetsu.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=12ba410b76&id=5ca58a0c3f&e=1cbe541bd7
mailto:Kelsey.Volkmann@gmail.com

